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What is Claimed is ; 

A.. In a prosthesis including a shell, and a liner 
which is \receiyed by said shell, the improvement 
comprising a (seal between said shell and liner to 
restrict migration of foreign material between said liner 

and shell. \ 

2. The prosthesis of dlaim 1 wherein said 
prosthesis is load bearing, saLd liner being formed to 
substantially conform to and 
load bearing conditions, andj 
to maintain its sealing eng< 
shell under load bearing cor 

3. The prosthesis of ( 
includes at least one ridge of 
load bearing contact between s 
brings said ridge into sealing engagement therebetween. 

4. The prosthesi'sTflf Claim 3 wherein said at 
least one ridge is formed JaWr part of said liner. 

The prosthesis of Claim 4 wherein said shell 
includes & surface for receiving said at least one ridge. 

6.\ The prosthesis of Claim 5 wherein each of said 
at least one ridges is an annulus integrally formed on 
said liner, \and said surface is sized and spaced to 
receive all of sai<ff\t Aeast one ridges, said seal 
thereby restr\Lctin<rrnigration of foreign material from 



;act said shell under 

seal being positioned 
,t between said liner and 
r ions . 

laim 2 wherein said seal 
resilient material so that 
iid liner and said shell 



outside of sa 
said shell/lin 
7. The 
includes at leas 



shell/liner interface to the interior of 
interface. 

irosthesis of Claim 5 wherein said shell 
one opening and said seal surrounds 



said at least one\ openings to thereby prevent foreign 
material from passing therethrough. 

8. The prosthesis XSf Claim 1 further comprising a 

jn ono of Bald li n a r or 



pluxallly of pe r i p herol 
shell, and a plurality o 
of said liner or shell. 




dpheral notches on the other 
tabs and notches being 
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located to engage as salft ]Liher is inserted in said 
shell . 

9 . The prosthesis lof Claim 8 wherein said tabs 
and notches are sized to interference fit as they engage. 

10. The prosthesis of Claim 9 wherein said 
notches \ncQude protruding lips to grasp said tabs as 
they engage. 



11. The prosthesis 



an interlock between said liner and said shell, said 



interlock being located to 



of Claim 1 further comprising 



engage as said liner reaches 



its desired location in saiilshell. 
12. The prosthesi* ^ 



interlock includes an int 




Claim 11 wherein said 
k ridge on one of said 




liner or shell, and an in1 e: lock groove on the other of 
said liner or shell, said ir terlock ridge and interlock 
groove being sized and locat ed to engage as said liner is 
inserted fully into said she LI and bottoms therein. 

An acetabular component including a generally 
hemispherically shaped shell and a generally 
hemispherioally/'TBhaped liner for being received in said 
shell, and V seaT"between said liner and shell for 
restricting taigration of foreign material between said 
liner and sard shell. 

14. The acetabular coprfjpnent of Claim 13 wherein 
said liner is shaped to seatTarlrmg substantially its 
entirety within said shell, eaio seal maintaining sealing 
engagement between said liner and shell as said liner 
seats in said shell. 

,5. The acetabular component of Claim 14 wherein 
said seal\ includes a plurality of annular shaped ridges 
formed on ^said and said shell includes an inner 

surface upoYi against said ridges rest as said liner seats 
in said sherd. — Lo Lhemby sudllngly miyayB said Hum — to - 
said shell. 



